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MISSION OF World Memon Organisation

The Mission of WMO is 1o act as the central Memon organisation representing the Memaon Community throughout the
world and 1o promote the advancement, upliftment, unity, welfare and well-being of Memons in the world, in all aspects
of lile and at all times in accordance with and under the guidance of Islamic priniciples,

MEMBERSHIP

The World Memon Organisation has the following categories of Membership:

Apex Bodies (Mational Bodies)
Institutional Members (Regional and Local Bodies) — local institutions, foundations, trusts, social
wellare organizations, professional institutions, chamber of commerce, educational boards, etc
Corporale Members (Commercial Bodies) -
Individual Members (Annual or Life Members)
gssmiata Members (any Non-Memon Organizations or Non-Meman Individual)
atrons
Trustees of WMO Charitable Foundation (WMOCF)

MEMBERSHIP FEES

oA oo

. Apex Members US $500 (Annually)

. Institutional Members  US $250 (Annually)

. Corporale Members US 5500 (Annually)

. Annual Membership US §100

. Life Membership US $2,500

. Patron US 25,000
Trustee US 5100.000

Notes:

Subscription for female applicants shall be half the normal tees

Subseription for Life Members can be paid in three equal annual installmenis
Subscription for Patrons can be paid in five equal annual installments
Subscription for Trustees can be paid in five equal annual installments

o 0 Iy ==

SUBSCRIPTION FOR MEMON ALAM

. For Pakistan: Rs. 500 per annum
. For Other Countries: US §50 per annum

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF FOR MEMON ALAM

Back Page US £500 per issue
. Inside Tille Page US 5400 per issue
. Inside Back Page US §350 per issue
. Other pages US 5250 per issue
Special Discounts
For 12 issues in a year 30%
For 8 issues in a year 20%
For 4 issues in a year 10%




From The Desk of Editor

Population Census of the Memon Community

- An important task that has to be accomplished

The Memon Community has a long and rich history. Its diverse culture and heritage, its centuries-old tradition of social
work and its philanthropy have earned it much respect and admiration from all quarters and all segments of the society
worldwide.

The exact age of the Memon communily is unknown bul old historical records daling back to the 16th century mention
the existence of a faw Memons in the Kathiawad Peninsula, which lies between the Gulf of Kutch and the Guif of Khambat
and comes under the present-day stale of Gujaral, India.

Many historians have varying opinions about the origin of the Memon Community. The most widely accepled theory is
that the Memons had their roots in the plains of Sindh and were influenced by some major factor lo migrate in large
numbers and settle down in the small towns and villages of Kulch, Gujarat and Kathiawad (now in India).

As time went by, the Memans thrived successtully in their new townships and villages and their numbers increased. Each
group of Memons living in a specific town or village began to develop its unique idenlily on the basis of where il lived.
They began to identify themselves as Memons of such and such township or village where they hailed from. For example,
they called themselves Dhoraji Memaon, Vanthali Memon, Bantva Memaon, Kutiyana Memaon and so on. (Dhoraji, Vanthali,
Bantva and Kutiyana are all names of small lownships).

The population of the Memoens in these liny townships and their surroundings was only in a few thousands but their
numbers grew over time. With the advent of the railways in the late 139th century, the male members of the Memon
Community were now able 1o travel far and wide in search of better employment and business opportunities. This lead
to turther economic growth and enabled the Memons to settle down in various other cities and regions of the Indian
subcontinent. A few of lhem aven managed o sellle down in other continents. mainly for business.

The Memon Community was again forced into an exodus during the time of partition of the subcontinent in 1947. This
was lhe second time in the history of the Memon Community, where the Memaon families (now in the thousands) had to
migrate in the masses and leave behind all their belongings, homes, businesses and property.

Fale brought most of them back to their land of otigin — Sindh, now in the newly crealed Pakistan. A huge number of
Memon families made their way back here and settled in the metropalis of Karachi and some moved to other parts of
Pakistan while many Memon families setfled down in various parts of independent India or other countries,

It is now sixty-three years since the greal exodus of the Memon Community. The Memons are now spread all over the
waorld, with densely concentrated population in cities like Karachi, Mumbai, Surat and few olher parts of India and Pakistan.
However, the exact number of Memon families and individuals is unknown,

In these modern times, every society and community has the need to have the basic information about its members for
purposes of planning, development and improvement of the quality of life of its members. In spite of some serious efforts
made by some Memon welfare organizations and Memon personalities, no proper population count of the Memon
Community is available. It is still anybody’s wild guess about the number of Memaons living around the world.

A Population Census of the Memon Community is a need that has to be addressed immediately. The statistical and
demographic information collected from the census will be helpful in many, many ways. It will help in identifying demands
for schools, colleges, hospitals, houses, jobs and other infrastructural facilities which are crucial for the growth and well-
being of our Memon community.

The census data collected will also provide statistical information about the Memon Community, such as age-groups,
literacy level, socic-economic status of Memon families, unemployment rate, demographic concentration, diverce rales,
health issues, etc. The data will also help the concemed to reach out 1o the poor and needy Meman families. All those
concerned with the welfare and well-being of this community will be able 10 make concrete long-term plans tor the
betterment of the Memon Community based on this data.
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