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World Memon Organisation Charitable Foundation

The World Memon Organisation (WMO) has been formed as an international
umbrella organisation in order to unite Memon organizations, institutions, corporate
bodies, associations, jamaats and individuals. The purpose of the WMO is to act
as the central Memon organisation representing the entire Memon Community
throughout the world, promoting the advancement, upliftment, unity, welfare and
well-being of all Memons in all aspects of life and at all times in accordance with
Islamic principles. The WMO is a non-profit-making organisation incorporated by
guarantee and not having a share capital, whose registered office is situated in
England Wales.

However, some of the objectives of WMO could not be covered under the definition
of ‘Charity’ as per the English Law. Therefore, a separate Company, the World
Memon Organisation Charitable Foundation (WMOCF), a non-profit-making
organisation was incorporated as a Company Limited by Guarantee and not having
a Share Capital having Registration No. 4984474 dated 3rd December 2003, whose
Registered Office is in England and Wales.

The principal Objectives of the WMOCF are:

. to assist and promote the religious, technical and professional, general
and further education of Memons;

s to protect and promote the cultural and religious identity, customs and
language of the worldwide Memon Community;

¢ to advance and promote the welfare and well-being of the worldwide
Memon Community by relieving poverty, sickness, distress and suffering
of any persons who are in need irrespective of their race, caste, nationality
and creed;

= to advance and promote other charitable purposes for the benefit of the
woridwide Memon Community by providing recreational facilities and
activities in the interests of social welfare with the object of improving
the conditions of life for those Memons in need of such facilities; and

. to advance and promote the faith and religious practices of Islam amongst
the worldwide Memon Community.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

*The greatest of evils and the worst of crimes is poverty” - George Bernard Shaw

Poverty refers to the condition of not having enough means to afford basic needs such as nutrition,
healthcare, education, clothing and shelter. This condition is termed as *absolute poverty’ or destitution.
Whereas, ‘relative poverty’ is the condition of having fewer resources or less income than others, within
a society or a country,

Poverty is measured in terms of the ‘poverty line’, which is the minimum level of income deemed
necessary to achieve an adequate standard of living in a given country. The common international
poverty line has been roughly US 5 1 a day, or more precisely US 5 1.25 at 2005 purchasing power parity.

The poverty level in the countries like Pakistan and India is approximately 25% to 28%. Though the
governments allocate funds for various projects for the improvement of infrastructure and communications,
but still the situation remains bleak. The poverty level in the Memon Community living in Pakistan and
India is also around 25%.

Poverty alleviation describes strategies to eradicate poverty and for these to be effective and sustainable,
they must reflect a systematic understanding of the perceptions of the poor. Historically, poverty
reduction has been largely due to economic growth. High economic growth generally reduces poverty.

There s a dire need that the Memon community should play its effective role in improving the standard
of living of its members so that poor people of the community escape poverty and its consequences.
Fortunately, the community has ample resources which could be best utilized to reduce the poverty in
a very planned and systematic manner within shortest possible time.

Few of the processes [/ programs aimed at reducing poverty may be well defined as:

1. Vocational training to improve skills and productivity of the poor, particularly youths and
unemployed in the community.

2. Provision of tools, materials and other support to community based self help projects.

3. The provision of education grant for needy students in community high and secondary school

4, Provision of school uniforms and textbooks to needy children at the nursery and primary school
levels,

5. Provision of medical examinations and attention, hospitalization to needy

One of the Aims & Objectives of World Memon Organisation is “to work for the alleviation of poverty
in the Memon community and to improve the quality and standard of living of its members.” In this
regard, WMO through its magazine, the Memon Alam, has sent letters to the visionaries of the Community
to help WMO to formulate a plan to reduce the poverty from the Community at a fast pace. We have
recelved comments and suggestions from some of the visionaries for which we are grateful to them.
We have earmarked a few pages of Memon Alam to highlight their views.

Most of the visionaries have stressed that education should be given top priority to raise the standard
of living of the posterity of the community. Some have insisted on the professional education, a few
have emphasized the need of Microfinance to stop usury, alleviate poverty, reduce dependence on
humanitarian aid and empower the less-fortunate people, particularly the women folk.

Contd....
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

After weighing the pros and cons of the various proposals received for alleviation of poverty in the
Memon Community, it was thought appropriate that the professional education among the younger
generation of the community can speed up reduction of poverty. It is, therefore, proposed that in
addition to regular welfare schemes such as education for all, rehabilitation, microfinance, etc, special
emphasis should be placed on grooming the younger generation for professional careers.

Unfortunately, no statistics are available about the number of professionally qualified members of the
community in Pakistan and India. In Pakistan, there is an organisation of professionally qualifiad Memons
which is known as the Memon Professional Forum (MPF). About one thousand professionally qualified
members of the Memon Community are the members of the MPF. We were Informed by [ts president
that the MPF has profiles of another one thousand Memon professionals. According to the MPF, there
may be about three to five thousand professionally gualified Memons in Pakistan.

We do not have any statistics about Memon Professionals in India. However, as a rough estimate we
can assume that at least there would be 3000 professionally gualified Memaons in India. Thus the overall
Memon Professionals around the world would be around 7000. It is presumed that at least 500 new
Memon Professionals are added every year to the list of the gualified personnel of the community
through their own resources.

At present, the WMO Pakistan Chapter provides financial help to 450 students for professional education
whereas India Chapter provides financial assistance to about 600 students. The annual cost of providing
professional education to one student works out to US $600 in Pakistan and around US $800 in India.

Our target should be to provide financial aid to at least 2500 students for professional education per
annum - half of them in Pakistan and half in India. For this purpose, we would need additional funding
of US 52 million annually. Within a short span of time, at least 500 newly qualified Memon professionals
would be added every year under this scheme. This would be in addition to the 500 plus Memon
Professionals passing out every year with their own resources.

We understand that the Memon community has not only been blessed with enormous wealth but has
been bestowed with the philanthropic heart and can easily provide financial assistance to 2500 students
annually for professional education.

Pir Muhammad Kaliya
Chief Editor
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SULIMAN NOOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Assalam-u-Alalkum,

This first issue of Memon Alam under the leadership of WMO is a landmark achievement
and it gives me immense pleasure and joy to share with you'll this moment. | thank all
those contributing in making this a reality. WMO has added one more feather in its cap
and | am sure it will go a long way in history.

The efforts and contribution in bringing out this magazine will open new avenues and bring
our community more closely in sharing its experiences. WMO will thus reach out to each
and every corner of this world,

This magazine will keep abreast the younger generation in the Community, who will cherish
the wark of their elders, and have good feelings of being a Memon. The work will go on
and its heritage will be preserved and kept live for the times to come.
WMOCF reaffirms its faith in serving the community with utmost zeal and fervor.
Keep up the good work.

SULIMAN NOOR
Chairman— WMO CF.
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Gulaam Husain Abdoola

Dear Members, Brothers and Sisters,
Assalaamu-Alaikum,

This Magazine and publication is another building block to the structure of W.M.O. | want
to thank and congratulate everyone involved in making this possible. This magazine will
be the core communication tool for the W.M.O.

For a young organization that is run on a voluntary basis by its members, we have come
a long way.

The founding principle of the W.M.O is to uplift the memon community worldwide, wherever
assistance is needed. To date, with the help and blessing of Allah 5.A, the members of the
W.M.O have opened their hearts and contributed significantly to the charitable work that
is carried out.

The W.M.O still has a long way to go in reaching out and getting the Memon Community
worldwide together on the same platform. Insha-Allah 5.A this work will continue and we
will slowly progress the organization.

|, as a memon really feel proud that we have our own magazine. We must now encourage
people worldwide to use the magazine.

May Allah 5.A keep us on the right path and help us in the goods work we are trying to do.

Gulaam Husain Abdoola
Vice President- Africa Chapter
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By
M. Umer Chapra
Adviser

leddah

All human beings are, according to Islam, the
khalifahs or vicegerents of God on earth and are,
therefore, tied to each other with the strong bonds
of brotherhood. There is no superiority of one
over the other because of race, sex, nationality,
wealth or power. This concept of human
brotherhood would be meaningless if it is not
reinforced by a strong commitment to justice.
Accordingly the Qur'an gives the topmost place to
justice in its value system. This is reflected in the
Qur'anic declaration that the primary purpose of
all the Messengers of God who came to this world
was to establish justice (al-Qur'an, 20:111).

Justice cannot, however, be ensured if the well-
being (falah) of all vicegerents of God is not ensured
through the efficient and equitable use of resources
that God has provided to mankind as a trust. This
will, in turn, not be possible without spiritual uplift,
elimination of poverty, and fulfillment of at least
the basic needs of all individuals in society. Poverty
is, thus, in clear conflict with the imperatives of
brotherhood, justice and the well-being of all. This
Is because it leads to incapacity and misery of the
poor and tends to exacerbate helplessness, crime,
and a feeling of ill will against society. It may even,
according to the Prophet (pbuh), drive a person
close to disbelief.

This brings into focus the guestion what do we
understand by needs. These include a number of
essential items that sustain life, enable a person
to fulfill his/her role as a useful and responsible
member of society, and make it possible for him
to lead a healthy, comfortable and productive life.
Without proper need fulfillment, a person may
not be able to maintain his body and mind in a
state of health and efficiency to carry out even his
religious obligations. The minimum that is essential
to attain this goal is the provision of adequate
nutrition and comfortable housing along with
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proper education, health care, and transport
facilities.

This stress on need fulfillment should not be
considered as an after-thought arising out of the
recent international discussion of the subject. It
has received an important place in the figh and
ather islamic literature throughout Muslim histary.
The jurists have unanimously held the view that
it is the collective duty (ford kifayah) of a Muslim
soclety to take care of the basic needs of the poor,
In fact, according to Imam al-Shatibi, this is the
raison d'étre of society itself. All modern Islamic
scholars are alsa unanimous on this point.

Human dignity, which is an inseparable
concomitant of the concept of khalifah, cannot in
any way be compatible with the indignity that is
assoclated with begging. This essentially implies
that need fulfillment has to be through the
individual's own effort, particularly because Islam
has also prohibited begging. Accordingly, it is the
personal (fard oyn) obligation of every Muslim to
support himself and his family to the extent he
can.

A Muslim may not, however, be able to fulfill this
obligation of earning an honest livelihood unless
opportunities are also available for employment
and self-employment. It is, therefore, the duty of
the society as a whole to do everything possible
to expand such opportunities. To be able to benefit
from such opportunities, it is necessary for
individuals to have the needed skills. This makes
it necessary to proliferate training and educational
opportunities to enable people to acquire the skills
that are in demand.

However, even If a person has the needed skills,
he may not be able to earn his livelihood if he is
not healthy and strong. For this purpose, It Is

Contd....
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necessary to provide proper health care along with
comfortable housing and a clean and healthy
environment.

Nevertheless, there are bound to be those who
are unable to earn enough through their own effort
because of some handicap or inability. It Is the
collective obligation (fard kifayah) of the Muslim
ummah to help such people fulfill their needs
without stigma or recrimination. In a close-knit
and brotherhood-oriented Muslim community,
this collective obligation needs to be discharged
first by the family, friends, neighbours, and altruistic
organizations. The state should also do whatever
it can.

The ultimate objective of all such help should
be to enable those so helped to stand on their
own feet through an increase in their ability to
earn more, But until such time as this becomes a
reality, the help must also include income
supplements. |slam has a built-in institutional
arrangement to get the necessary funds for this
purpose through the obligatory payment of zakah
{including ‘ushr) and voluntary contributions in
the form of sadagat and awgaf. This will impose a
smaller economic burden on the Islamic sate which
should, nevertheless, make as high a budgetary
appropriation for this purpose as it can.

It may not be possible for the Muslim ummah to
realize the objectives of need fulfillment and high
levels of employment and self-employment without
using all the resources at its disposal to attain a
reasonably high rate of economic development.
Even the goal of equitable distribution of income
and wealth, which Islam considers to be vital (al-
Qur'an, 59:7), would be difficult to realize if an
optimum rate of growth is not attained and the
poor are not enabled to reap a proportionately
larger share of the fruits of such development. It
is also necessary to ensure economic stability so
as to reduce the suffering and inegquities that
recesslon, inflation and erratic movements in prices
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and exchange rates necessarily bring about.
Accordingly, even in a Muslim society, which may
not emphasize economic development for its own
sake, the realization of an optimum rate of
economic development and minimization of
economic instability would be necessary to fulfiil
the socio-economic implications of khilafah.

A high rate of economic development with justice
as well as stability would be difficult to realize if
the governments do not pursue development-
friendly policies and fail to remove corruption and
wasteful use of resources. It is, therefore, their
moral obligation to pursue proper policies and
utilize all the resources at their disposal efficiently
and eguitably to provide the necessary socio-
economic infrastructure and other facilities that
are needed for development. Without this the goal
of accelerating development, expanding
employment and self-employment opportunities,
removing poverty and unemployment, and
ensuring the well-being of all, may remain an
unrealized dream.

While a part of the funds available through zakah
and awqgaf need to be utilized for helping those
who are handicapped and unable to earn enough
for their livelihood, priority needs to be given to
the goal of enabling the poor to stand on their
own feet. This can be done by helping them learn
the skills in demand and helping them either to
find a suitable job or to establish their own micro-
enterprises. This would be possible if the zakah
and awqgaf institutions are integrated with the
microfinance system. Since the resources of both
zakah and awqaf are limited, their benefit could
be made to reach a larger number of deserving
people if the beneficiaries are provided the seed
money as gard hasan and the repayment is ensured
through affordable installments from their earnings.

There seems to be no need to give away the money

as a grant, even though it is from zakah, when the
beneficiary is capable of repaying it.

Memon Alam - May, 2010




NEED TO ADDRESS
POVERTY

In today's political and
social circle, the most
talked about subject is the
need to alleviate poverty.
Reasons are many; some
on moral and ethical
grounds, others to fulfill
religious obligation. But today the key reason is that
alleviation of poverty would bring about peace and
stabllity in the under developing world,

Sir Igbal Sacranie,

In the face of the natural disasters and conflicts in
many parts of the world that left millions of peaple
homeless, hungry and without livelihoods, Muslim
Aid has shown its ability to meet daunting challenges
with creativity, expertise and sensitivity. It has worked
hard to give value for money using both community
donations and institutional funding with the lowest
ratio of overhead and admin cost to address the root
causes of poverty and undertake sustainable projects
to empower people to fulfill their true potential.

Is it acceptable that 862 million people in the world
are malnourished, with rocketing food prices having

pushed another 100 million people into dire poverty?
Or those 25,000 deaths happen each day due to
hunger-related causes? Muslim Aid, a major British
relief and development agency believes this is an
international scandal and that as human beings and
Muslims we have a duty to respond to,

The core values that drive Muslim Aid are
accountability, justice, empowerment and
compassion — all deeply rooted in Islam itself.
Compassion is no favor, it is an obligation; it demands
that we respond to the suffering of others, wherever
they may be and whoever they may be irrespective
of their nationality, color, caste or creed. This sense
of obligation was evident in the generosity of our
donors during last Ramadan when we raised over

Yiews and Suggestion

£2 million for the global food crisis, providing meals
and food packages to people in over 54 countries
and making a difference to the lives of the world’s
poorest people.

We also empowered communities to build their long-
term resilience to future food shortages. School
kitchens and school gardens in 5ri Lanka provide
children with 2 meal a day to improve concentration
and improve nutritional awareness. The gardens
enable the schools to be self sufficient and the pupils
develop the skills necessary to cultivate their own
food. Our Food Bank in Sudan collects left-over food
from hotels, food industries and community events,
re-cooks it and distributes it to the poor and needy

13

locally as well as abroad. Since it began, the Food
Bank has provided thousands of meals to orphans
and the destitute. Our ovens project in Gaza, Palestine
employs over 30 workers who make sweet and
savoury pies which are then distributed to local
schools and poor families. This vital service survived
the recent crisis in Gaza and continues to provide
food for families whose lives and homes have been
devastated by the viclence.

But surely as Muslims we are also called to be
accountable for our actions to our fellow human
beings and are required to seek justice for them by
asking the sometimes difficult guestions “Why?" and
"How?" has this happened?

Muslim Aid's event "Giving a Voice to the Silent
Tsunami” did Just that in November last year in the

Contd....
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Views and Suggestion

Houses of Parliament. Leading media and
humanitarian experts, facilitated by the BBC’s George
Alagiah, were invited to address issues such as: What
is responsible for the current global food crisis? The
increasing population? Rising fuel prices? Lack of
investment in agriculture? Climate change? Free
trade?

Is the truth shocking enough or do NGOs and the
media need to resort to exaggeration and over
simplification to get a reaction? As the echo of the
tragic food riots across 30 countries earlier this year
fades we ask: how do we give a voice, a sense of
urgency, or explanation, to the current global food
crisis and those suffering the consequences? And
what responsibility do NGOs and the Media have in
addressing the issue as we face more wars, famines
and natural disasters?

Prince Charles In his message to Muslim Aid on its
25th Anniversary mentioned,

“I have followed your progress with close interest and
attention over the last quarter of o century and have
admired the projects and programmes you have
undertaken in more thon seventy countries oround
the world, ranging from emergency and disaster relief
to education, health and micro-finance praojects.” He
further stated that,

"These acts of selflessness — aften without any
expectation of recognition or reward speak volumes
about the vital contribution which our Muslim

community makes to modern British society.

So what can each of us as individuals do? We ask our
friends and supporters to take small but significant
actions:

Be more conscious of where your food
products are sourced and under what
conditions they were produced.

Don't waste food! We often buy a lot more
than we actually consume and much of it
goes in the bin. In the UK, 6.7 million
tonnes of household food is wasted each
year. Remember that we should "... eat and
drink but waste not by extravagance,
certainly He (Allah) likes not those who
waste by extravagance" [Surah al-Ar'af; 7:
verse 31]

Plan your shopping so you do not buy too
much. Temptation to spend is great

14

irrespective whether there is money in the
pocket or not.

Support Projects undertaken by relief and
development agencies around the world
including Muslim Aid and World Memon
Organisation. Muslim Aid carries out projects
such as the Micro Finance, Rainbow Family
and Emergency campaigns. By donating to
us, by telling friends and family about the
ongoing crisis or by organising your own
fundraising events, you can help us to
continue to tackle food shortages in
developing countries.

Muslim Aid's approach to relief and development is
derived from the core |slamic values of compassion,
justice and peace. Its main motivation is serving
humanity, especially in extreme poverty and adversity
which are not permanent conditions.

It's only by working together that we can be a force
for good in reducing the impact of natural disasters,
conflicts and adversity,

Memon Alam - May, 2010




How can Poverty be
eradicated in the
Memon Community in
the shortest possible
time?

Poverty Is pronounced as
deprivation in well-being.

Shoalb Ismall Mangroria ‘

To be poor is:

. to be hungry,

. to lack shelter and clothing,

. to be sick and not cared for,

. to be illiterate and not schooled. etc

Strategies to Eradicate Poverty:
Following are the three main areas of action by which
poverty can be reduced, but continuation to follow
the strategy is imperative if the problem has to be
eradicated in shortest possible time:

. Promoting Opportunity
. Facilitating Empowerment
. Enhancing Security

Health and Education should be fostered and should
be in access of every individual. Missionaries of
Charity should play their active role so that every
Individual is benefited. Not only in Memon
Community, but in any community and society, Health
and Education as well as the basic needs should be
satisfied which will ultimately result in reducing the
poverty. There is no short cut to success but unity
and faith amongst each other will suffice to reduce
& to eradicate poverty.

Healthy and Educated societies can change the
direction of any nation towards prosperity and
Success.

What short-term, mid-term and the long-term plans
would you suggest for the alleviation of poverty in
the Memon Community?

The formulation of poverty reduction strategies
requires short, medium and long-term contributions:

Short-term:
1. Integration of all strategies viz.
a. of Education (i.e. covering formula and
non—formal education as well as vocational
and science education),
b. of Human Resource dimensions and of

I5
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other dimensions pertaining to the Organization’s
fields of competence into national and international
poverty reduction strategies and initiatives.

p 3 This will necessitate sensitization of both

decision-makers and civil society.

Medium-term:

1. Proposing the adoption of plans aimed at
reinforcing formal and non-formal education
approaches and

2 Alternative delivery systems adapted to the
specific needs of the poor and the
marginalized

3 The adoption of plans to ensure broader
access to safe water and

4, The systematic introduction of local
knowledge and cultural heritage
components into all strategies.

Long term:

1. Assessment of progress made,

2 identification of obstacle and ways to
overcome them;

3. Mobilization of resources for comprehensive

poverty reduction strategies, Integrating
education, culture and the sclences.

Action at the regional level will be built on the
Organization’s decentralization process and its field
presence.

Priority will be given to the exchange of best
experiences in establishing alternative education
delivery systems targeting in particular rural
populations and women,

Efforts should also be made to assess progress made
in strategy linkage and implementation, including
contributions to design meaningful indicators as well
as fostering capacity-building in the collection of
statistics.

What role should WMO play in the
eradication of poverty?

WMO should be focused on the following action plan
to eradicate poverty:

. Fostering a people-centered policy
framework,

Good governance at the national and
international levels,

Building Humans and Institutional

Contd....

Memon Alam - May, 2010




Yiews and Suggestion

capacities,
. Reducing vulnerability and protecting the
environment,
Maobilizing financial resources.
Achieve universal primary education

Promote gender equality and empower women
Reduce child mortality
Improve maternal health

“The theme of Poverty
Alleviation is most appropriate
for both WMO as well as the
current needs of both national
and international community.
Helping the Needy is one of the
main objectives of WMO and it
goes to the very core of Memon
identity. It was very noble and
pious deeds that raised the
status of Memon community
worldwide. Today there is great
need to revive this noble
gaditégn as sadly it has been on the decline over the last
ecade”

; Peer Mohammed Diwan

Imran Bilwani

Simple way to eliminate poverty is to educate people.
Cheerz, make them literate so they can earn better
living n understand their social responsibilities.

Rizwan Ahmed
proper disbursement of weaith (Zakat). if people will
do sincerely.

Ali Hunjra

Ohh eductn. .many well literate pplz r also v poor.
.hardly earn 2 time food. . | dun think so eductn is
sloution for dis. . . Frst ov all make sum proper
organizatn for dat kind ov pplz and then according to
their caliber give them small business so dat they earn
sumthng. . Business meanz small vegitbl cart etc etc.

Phillipa Vaz

The UN has set a few milestones in the Millennium
Development Goals... education, gender equality,
increased social services, etc.

Rafig RAngoonwala

| believe there has to be two prong approach, Firstly
education but simultaneously some vocational training
for those who can't afford full time studies, This way
we will keep the young ones off the street, broaden
their horizon and make them responsible citizens at
the same time they would be able to earn decent living.

Naseer Ahmed

to overcome poverty

there is only one way to motivate the well people to
give their zakat on tiime
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Combat HIV/AIDS malaria and other diseases

. Ensure environmental sustainability

Develop a global partnership for development.

“Ta allevlate poverty, following principled should be
stressed and enforced:

Educate Girls up to High Level

No Marriage of Boy/Girl until Graduation

Not mare than 2 Children — Family Control =

Family Control System. Literature to be supplied

with chitthhi.

4, Well doing Memon concerns should give
scholarship for the children of their employees
for Higher Education along with part time
service,

5, Middle age Children should learn simplicity,hard

work and 16 Hour working day till self

sufficiency, instead of becoming burden on
parents.”

Babar Khalid
first of all, remove corruption from the country, this is
the fastest way of eliminating poverty..

Lt

Hashim Hussain

Education for all is the best way to eliminate the poverty
from our society. Khuda ne us quoom ki halat nahi
badli, n ho

jeesay khyaal apne badal ne ka.

Tamjid Aijazi

What | strongly believe is to eliminate poverty; we
should eliminate the reasons that cause poverty. In my
opinion, improper distribution of wealth in the world
is the main cause of poverty. We have some of the
richest people in Pakistan, Dubai and the West and at
the same time we have the poorest people here. The
financial systern that the world is... 5ee More adhering
to is such that it causes upward flow of wealth. The
interest based financial system makes the richer even
mare rich and makes the poor people more poor. Unless
we get rid of this interest based financial system, we
cannot eliminate poverty in either of the countries in
the whole world.

Umer Faroog

Is there poverty in our society??77 am not sure..
control the price-hike...poverty will ultimatly be
cantrolled..

Zafarullah Zafar

Poverty elimination= Earn money and get rid of poverty.
U need investment for earning handsome amount.
There is a way to earn with a very littie capital [ INR
500/-Jand the actual investment is talk, talk & talk to

Contd....
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promote the product, The product also [s a unique and
miraculous health and immunity builder that is worth
equal to its weight in ... See Moresilver, Any one will
feel proud to promote this product with honesty and
actually it is a social work to make others concious
about good health up keep and be safe from diseases
like swine flu, bird flu or any other ailment.
Any poor person can afford to start from scratch and
gradually become affluent by adopting this honest way
of earning, side by side to existing way of income.
People like you can study, join, promote this concept
and make poor people take this opportunity.

"Wish you a true way to eliminate poverty"”

Junaid Ali

agree with All.. education will not decrease or eliminate
poverty. but logo ko sha'oor dainay ke zarurat hai.. for
example mnai aksar logo ko daikha hia k ager un ke
zakat 25K banti hia to wo log 2k 2k kr k 7 8 logo ka ya
phir raashan laiker tagseem krtai hn .. jb k mrai khyal
mn ap ko us zakaat sai kisi ko garza hasna daiker koi
busines start krwa... See More daina chahye... or ager
wo is gabil ho k next year yaa aynda kuch saalo mn aap
ka garza hasna wapis kr sakal to aap us saaal k zakaat
k sath shamil kr k aap k investment brhai g or aap
coming years mn zyada logo k business start krwa ker
dai saktal hn... or wo log anay walay kuch arsay mn
zakat lainay walo k bajaye zakat dainay walo mn shamil
hngai...

Junaid Ali

us k ilawa har shakhs ko chahye k wo apni earning ka
5 sai 10% laazmi charity mn spend krai like .. kisi student
ke zimadari lee jaskti hai..or istarah us ghar ka bhoj
banta jaskta hal..

Zeeshan Swalaheen

Being an Economics students | believe that Micro
Finance system Is one of the way to eliminate the
poverty from the society. It can help a lot.

Effrah Khan

mmm well to reduce, and ultimately eliminate, poverty
v must go back to the drawing board.... Concepts,
institutions, and framing conditions which created
poverty cannot end poverty... If v cn intelligently rework
these framing conditions, poverty will be gone, never
to come back again.and i think some serious issues
which cn be urgently revisited ... See Marer.......
1. widening the concept of employment.self
employment Is d quickest way though..

2. ensuring financial services even to the poorest
person.

3. recognizing every single human being as a potential
entreprengeur...

4.recognizing social entrepreneurs as potential agents
for creating a world of peace, harmony, and progress.

Sohail Aziz
proper circulation of money....

Sayyed Kashif Fatimi

We have to quit adhoc planning thing and need to
develop long-term policies having peoples voices. No
IMF, no World Bank and need to harness the existing
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potential and tap avallable resources within.

Hammad Bawany
waisay [ agree wid effrah self employment can definitely
help in eradicating poverty

Mansoor Soomro
poverty 'elimination’ is an inappropriate word... use
poverty 'alleviation’ instead :)

Kainat Munawar

SAB ZAKAT DAY DIN |K SAAL MAIN POVERTY KHATAM
HOJAY Gl......IN ZALIMMON SAY KOI CHEN LAY ZAKAT
..MASLA HAL

Kath Abdul Hameed
Agree with Mansoor Soomro |

Mansoor Soomro

United Nations in mid-ninties abolished this word
'Poverty Elimination® from their Charter. Since that
time, NGOs and social welfare organizations, operating
around the world, are using this word 'Poverty
Alleviation'.

The reason being that poverty is here to stay, till the
world lasts. You can't eliminate it from the root. Even
if we are all rich... See More, some ppl will be relatively
poor somewhere in the world. This is a comparative
world |

But yes, as rightly commented by most of you... a lot
can be done to counter poverty, and to promote well
being.

Sayyed Kashif Fatimi

Nice Mansoor :-) but could you please further elaborate
your viewpoint "The reason being that poverty is here
to stay, till the world lasts. You can't eliminate it from
the root. Even if we are all rich... See More, some ppl
will be relatively poor somewhere in the world....." Just
for my understanding

Mansoor S5oomro

sayyed... the disparity between rich and poor will
remain... you can reduce "alleviate’ teh disparity gap,
but cant remove 'eliminate’ the said gap. Its like you
cannot eliminate all evil from the surface of earth, but
\FII?E you can be optimistic in making this world a better
place.

This reminds me of what Eve Merriam in her time said:
“I dream of glving birth to a child who will ask, "Mom,
what was war?""

about an hour ago

Junaid Ali

us k ilawa har shakhs ko chahye k wo apni earning ka
5 sai 10% laazmi charity mn spend krai like .. kisi student
ke zimadari lee jaskti hai..or istarah us ghar ka bhaoj
banta jaskta hai..

Naseer Ahmed
i have told before that thre Is only one way to eliminate
poverty have u forgotten the time of Hazrat Umer

Contd....
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Faroqu Raziallah in that time the people are searching
to give zakat but very dificult to find those people why
because the poverty had eliminated due to 2akat.

MNaseer Ahmed

i wonder abut those people who give the suggestion
of education

i m not agaienst the education but ocne again u have
forgetten that the education has become professional
now thre are so many medium are in our society
you can not make people educated till that time when
u launch one salabu In all pakitan

we emphasize to change the education system ... See
Moreof our society then we dont need any other
education or tralning becasue the education system
would be same every where,

But othere hand we have to motivate well stable people
to give their zakat on time to proper and needy people

Bilal Ayaz

well for poverty elimination, we need to get rid of
corruption so that proper wealth distribution can take
place... In today's pakistan, government is grabbing
taxes from poor persons by applying taxes upon every
product due to which inflation is here; and rich persons
are free from the taxes and from everything.they just
make people dance upon ... See Moretheir wealth; and
no one is here to get them Into account. If everyone
would pay taxes and justice would be done with

everyone, then there will be no poverty | am sure...and
secondly, zakat is a very good solution as ordered by
our dear God and is 'farz' upon us but everyone is not
bothering about it and if these things would get in
control, poverty would not be anymore and our Pakistan
will prosper in every direction if everyone will be honest
with just himself and with God :) and | think everyone
should be determined to make and see the change and
spread the word and be united to raise our voice for
the corruption and dethrone the corrupted rulers.

Theme for June 2010
Issue of Memon Alam

Readers are informed that the theme for June 2010 issue of Memaon Alam will
be "Census of the Memon Community of the World”

Allthe readers are requested to share their views or send their articles on the

theme latest by 10th June 2010.
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WMOCF CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

SULIMAN NOOR

Asalaam u alaikum

The WMOCF has had it's challenges over the past year and into 2010 which is almost half way through. The founding fathers
and vislonaries set up the WMOCF to collect and redistribute funds from the haves to the have nots from those that the
Almighty has blessed with wealth and who share this with the downtrodden and the destitute and in deing so benefit in
the form of sawab e jariya.

The global meltdown has had a negative on the income derived by WMOCF and this has compromised delivery of it's core
function of uplifting the disadvantaged in the memon community as well as others. The foundation and the success of
WMO and WMOCF is dependent on the generasity of it's members and the follow through of their commitments, This is
an issue that has been discussed in previous reports and it seems to no avail.

What is it that needs to be done to harness the funds that have been promised which will in turn support our commitments
to projects in the Indo- Pak sub continent?

We are all aware that the success of projects in this continent reflects and projects the success of WMO. It's empowerment
projects and it's support of widows and orphans are admired by the memon and non memeon as well as non muslim
communities all over the world. The future of the WMO and WMOCF is at a crossroad. Are we able to deliver on our mandate
or are we as an organisation reaching the end of the road with the apathy shown by our members.

15 it the global meltdown or is it just disregard for the condition of our community wha has been severely compromised
with regard to empowerment, skills development, food, shelter and clothing.

A meeting of the Board of Trustees has to be called with a clearly defined goal to address the deficiencies in the organisation
as a matter of urgency. Very few of the Chapters have transferred their commitment and | urge you to transfer your
cammitments as a matter of urgency.

In a previous report it was stated by the VP Africa Chapter that no new commitments must be placed until the previous
commitments are met, the latter has still not been done. In South Africa there are not sufficient memans that are in need
of help, hence funds have been allocated to non memon projects viz sponsorship of gloves and nappies to a children’s home
and orphanage, working closely with the Premler and government of Kwazulu Natal to help in feeding schemes, the Heritage
day celebrations, end of year function at the Premier’s village. A relationship has been developed with various apex bodies
as well as muslim NGO's in South Africa.

A WMOCF Zakah fund has been created and open to contribution from all memon’s in Southern Africa and not just to it's
membership. Part of this Zakah will be used in Southern Africa and the balance to transfer overseas to areas of need.
An investment committee has been set up which will invest all the funds from the membership fee and other sources in
order to become self sustaining.

In the next four weeks, South Africa will be hosting one of the biggest events in the world viz the World Cup Soccer,
something that many western nations were very skeptical about when it was awarded to South Africa and being the first
time that it is being hosted in Africa. We, as citizens of this country support this event and urge you to join us un celebrating
this event. WMO Africa Chapter is supporting the initiatives taken by SA Muslims 2010 in endeavoring to promote and
support the event and encourage you to inform your members to join us in South Africa to enjoy the games and camradie
and a very unigue African experience. This event Is expected to help this country showcase it's beautiful tourist attractions
as well as investment opportunities.

We Invite you to join us in South Africa during the World Cup period from 1st June 2010 to 11 July 2010. We are hoping
that this event will pull South Africa out of it's recession and create many opportunities for our community.

| hope that Allah swt answers all your duas and those that are not that well off financially. Investment in this duniya delivers
sawab e Jariya and rewards in the hereafter inshallah.

Masalama

SULIMAN NOOR CHAIRMAN WMOCF
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SPEECH OF
LATE LATIF EBRAHIM
JAMAL

Organizers of this Convention
Ladies and gentlemen
Assalam-o-Alikum!

| am immensely pleased to be here amongst the
luminaries of my community, but before proceeding
further let me extend my heartiest congratulations to
the organizers of this Memaon International Convention
whﬁ have taken great pains in accomplishing this gigantic
task.

| am aware, that this audience is comprised of such
dignitaries of the Memon community as business tycoons
of renown, dedicated professionals, philanthropists
acknowledge financial wizards, globally lauded social
workers, reputed researchers in various faculties and
above all the respectable elders of the Memon community
drawn from all over the world.

To my mind, it appears that Dubai has become the second
home for the Memon community where the community
members have freely chosen to carry on their business
and social activities. As such the organizers of this
Convention have rightly selected Dubai as the venue of
this grand Convention.

The Memon Community is, by the grace of Almighty
Allah, spread all over the world where they are engaged
in trade, commerce, finance and other social activities,
yet there always was a need to provide the community
with a forum where thﬁy could meet periodically in order
to co-ordinate their efforts with regard to the progress
and well-being of the entire community. This convention
seems to be the first step in that direction.

Members of our community wherever they live, feel
proud of their being Memans, because they always
followed the footsteps of their forefathers who excelled
in accomplishment of their goals, especially in the
economic spheres as well as in charity towards the
humanity at large.

It is a matter of great satisfaction for me to see that the
present day of generation of our community has plenty
of leading businessmen, industrialists, scientists,
engineers, doctors, accountants, educationists,
economists, bankers, computer wizards and LT. experts
apart from other professionals, not to speak of a galaxy
of philanthropists and social workers.

Yet, | strongly feel that the achlevement of our community
encompasses only their own respective territories and
hardly cross the borders. It |s therefore in this context
that a permanent forum is the need of the hour where
the community elite may meet periodically to share each
other’s experience and expertise for better approach
towards serving the community globally.

On the Occasion of 151 Memon Intermational
Conventalon Held In Dubal on 28-29 April 2001
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To this end, Memon scholars working in developed parts
of the world can enormously contribute by letting the
community know about the uplift of the younger and
future generations by inculcating the modern trends in
education, science and technology without comprisin
their personal traits of devotion to religion, humility an
rightecusness.

This takes me to the thought that when we talk of
coordination, liaison and cooperation between the
community in the field of business and investment, social
conduct, welfare activities and education internationally,
we have to set up an apex body to coordinate out activities
internationally. For this purpose, we must establish our
website and internet with a view to supply information
to the entire community in different parts of world.

| would therefore suﬁgest formation of a Memon

International Council permanently based at its

Headquarters, at a place to be chosen by this Convention,

having a steering committee with five members each

drawn from Pakistan, India, three each from UAE, UK,

L;SA, Suku;:h Africa, two each from Canada, East Africa and
ri Lanka.

The proposed steering committee should be entrusted
with the task of preparing a comprehensive report on the
proposed formation of Memon International Council
incorporating therein the objectives of the Council, its
modus operandi and detailed frame works. This report
should be submitted at a convenient time so that the
same may be placed before the second Memon
International Conference to be held In future.

| leave it to this Convention to decide whether the
International Convention be held annually or after every
two or three years and whether it should be held by
rotation in any participating country in a revolving manner.
Until than the Steering Committee be given mandate to
take appropriate decisions.

My other suggestion is that the organizers of this
Convention should comply and publish a directory titled
“WHO'S WHO IN MEMON WORLD" containing names,
contacts and profiles of prominent Memon personalities
including businessmen, Industrialists, professionals,
engineers, scientists, doctors and academics etc with
names of educational institutes and centers of sclence
and technology beside healthcare centres established by
the Memon community throughout the world.

Pakistan holds a bright future for investment in trade and
industry as well as large scale joint ventures. | invite my
brethren from ever*r corner of the world to come forward
and whole heartedly invest in Pakistan. Similarly | invite
students of our community to take advantage of learning
in Pakistan. Similarly | invite students of our community
to take advantage of learning in Pakistan where a number
of prestigious institutes of computer and management
sciences have sprung up in recent years. We are also in
the process of setting up Memon University of Information
Technology in Karachi. This project will Insha Allah prove
to be a milestone in the annals of the service to the
community.

In the end | once again express my gratitude to the
organizers of this grand convention and pray for the
success of their endeavors to unite our community by
bringing to international limelight the services rendered
by them in various spheres of life in almost every part of
the world.

Thank you,
Latif Jamal

Memon Alam - May, 2010




ARON Of -
S <

Memon Industrial & Technical Institute

&

A project of World Memon Organization in collaboration with CDGK
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NICE LITTLE STORIES

When you theow a balby in the air,
she laughs becaouse she knows you

Once all visagers decided 1o pray for
the rain, on the day of prayer ol the
paople gathered Dut onby
one boy carme with an umoralia ...

We plan big things for formorow

Bvery night we go 1o bed, without
any assurance of being alive In the
next maorming but stil we set

the alomms in our watch
towoke up ...

in-spiie of 2em knowledge of the future

o having any cerainty of

We see the world suffering; we
know there Is every possibility

of same or similar things
happening to us. But still
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By Abdur Razzag Thaplawala

THE Memon Community is always admired and
respected for their distinct traits, business acumen,
enterprising spirit, philanthropic activities, honesty,
dexterity and good mannerism. It has a unigue system
of Jamats for the welfare of Community and for
preserving social relationship between the members
of the Jamats. As long as the Community was confined
to a certain part of pre-partition India, there was no
problem of its identity. With partition of India a large
part of community migrated to Pakistan where it is no
longer confined to small geographical areas as in pre-
partitioned India but have taken up residence in large
cosmopolitan cities like Karachi and Hyderzbad. In India
the remaining members of the community however
still live in their ancestral villages & towns in Katch and
Kathiawar.

With the increased communication facilities the world
has shrunk to the status of a global village. Being part
of this global village, the community has also crossed
national boundaries and now we can see members of
our community in almost every part of world. A large
number of them can be found in Middle East, Africa,
U.K. and United State of America. |t has now become
an international community. In thelr new countries of
residence, they have been successful In maintaining
their identity as a group and have formed lamats,
Societies and Assoclations to provide an opportunity
to members of the community for Interaction and take
collective care of their prablems in their new home
lands.

The new home lands of the members of the community
are distant from their ancestral birth places, in new
homelands; they have the opportunities and
compulsions of intermingling with other communities,
gradually distancing them from their ancestral traits
and qualities, This state of affairs raises an important
guestion. Will the community be able to maintain its
distinct identity in years to come? With passage of
time, fifty years or hundred years after today, the
present generation will be replaced by new generations
which will have [ittle connection with their past. What
will be the factors ta bind the new generation into the
four hundred year old well knit community?

To answer this question, we have to first answer the
questions as to what is a community after all? How do
we describe it in terms of the present day science of
SOCIOLOGY? A student of sociology will describe a
community like that of ours as an ethnic group.
According to a sociologist, “at a very simple level
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ethnicity can be thought of as a sense of group identity
derived from real or perceived common bonds such as
language, race or religion”.

“We might view ethnicity as an involuntary state in
which members share common socialization practices
or culture. There s a conceptual difference between
ethnic groups and associations like clubs and societies
membership of which is not involuntary and does not
depend upon common socialization pattern. Ethnic
group membership is not a matter of choice but rather
an accident of birth. An ethnic group consists of peaple
who conceive of themselves as being of a kind united
by emotional bonds although they may also share a
commaon heritage” — writes another sociologist.

“Ethnicity refers to an involuntary group of people who
share the same culture or descendents of such people
who identify them and/or identified by others belonging
to the same involuntarily group”.

It is obvious from the above definition quoted from
well-known sociologists that we can describe our
community as an ethnic group in terms of the sclence
of soclology. These definitions have described some
essential objective characteristics for the existence of
an ethnic group and they include:-

Language

Race — color — physical features
Rellgion

Geographical location
Ancestors

o M

One of these ohjective characteristics Is essential for
continued existence and Identification of an ethnic
group. The religion, a geographical location and
commaon ancestors may be the characteristics
responsible for initial growth of our community but as
we have seen in the beginning of this article, they are
no longer valid as binding force for the community
which is now spread over the entire global village. We
dao have a commaon religion but that [s part of a greater
Muslim Ummah and we cannot claim a separate identity
by virtue of our belonging to Sunni school of thought.

We can not claim ourselves as belonging to a particular
race, The color & physical features of the members of
our community are also not identical.

It present times, the anly common binding force and
the factor of our identity as a separate ethnic group is

Contd....
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our language. You can recognize a member of
community or establish a connection with another
member of community through speaking in Memoni.
Here again it appears desirable to quote from various
writings of well-known sociologists.

A well-known sociclogist says that if we have to consider
the relationship of language and identity, we should
clarify our concept of language itself. The distinction
between language in its ordinarily understood sense
— as a tool of communication — and language as an
identity of group ness, as a symbol, a rallying point is
very clear. Language can be important in ethnic and
nationalist sentiments because of its powerful and
visible symbolism.

“For any speech community in which the language of
use is also the ancestral language, the intangible
symbolic relevance is tied up with the identity of the
ethnic group” — says another sociclogist.

He continues and says that,

“Language can be an extremely important feature of
identity”. Many sociologists have considered language
as an essential pillar for maintaining group identity.
Even when language has receded to a purely symbaolic
role, it can still have an important part in group identity.

We have seen the importance of language in
maintaining & preserving the identity of an ethnic
group. If we wish to maintain the present distinct
identity of our community, we shall have to make
conscious efforts to encourage the members of our
community to speak Memoni within their respective
homes and outsides as well when communicating with
members of our own community.

“Memoni” is not a language in its real sense. it is only
a "Boli" without any script of its own. Before partition
of the sub-continent, the community was using Gujrati
as a mean of internal written communication. This was
being done unconsciously and under the influence of
prevailing atmosphere including the then province of
our domicile. The level of education within the
community was very low and in most cases education
upto primary or secondary level with Gujrati as a
Medium of instructions was considered enough.

No wonder then that Gujrati became the language of
our written communication.

With migration of the majority of community to
Pakistan, the situation has changed. In Pakistan Urdu
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is not only the National language of the country but
also lingua franca of the entire population. The level
of education with in the community has also improved
tremendously. The medium of instruction is mostly
Urdu and in some cases English. There are hardly any
Gujrati medium schools in Pakistan and therefore our
young generation can neither read nor write in Gujrati.
This is not all. In most of our families, specially the
educated families, Urdu has been adopted as mean of
oral communication within their homes as well. A
number of our young men and women cannot speak
Memon| with fluency. The same should be true for
some families in India and most families who have
settled outside India and Pakistan. To attract the new
generation towards Memaoni, we have to cultivate the
habit of speaking Memoni at homes.

But this is not enough. We have to build interest of
new generation into Memoni. They should feel proud
that they have a language of their own and this feeling
of pride can only arise if they know Memoni as full
fledged language and not a Boli.

To preserve our identity as a distinct community, we
should explore the possibilities of converting this
“Memoni Boli” into a "Memoni Language”. We all know
that use of Punjabi and Pushtoo as written language
is a matter of not very distant past. In Pakistan, Punjabi
is written in urdu script and India it is written in
Devenagri script. The Saraiki and Hinko speaking people
in Pakistan have started to make efforts to preserve
their identity by turning their dialect/Boli into written
languages only recently. If it is so why cannot we do
the same? By making this proposal | am not trying to
encourage any linguistic prejudice. | honestly feel that
this will be an effort towards national integration of
our community with in Pakistan.

For quite sometime, | have been thinking over the
matter of the script most suitable for the community.
Qur community is now located not only in Pakistan and
India but also in Africa, Middle East, U.K., L.5.A. and
Canada. Why can’t we think about adoption of Roman
script for Memoni instead of Urdu, Gujrati or Sindhi
Script? Is it not a fact that the whole of Europe is using
Roman Script with minor variation for their respective
languages? Turkey did it in only in the recent past.

Indonesia and Malaysia have also adopted Roman script
for their languages. If we adopt Roman script for
Memoni, it will be equally readable by Memons living
any where in the world whether Pakistan, India or even
in Europe, USA or Canada.

Contd....
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In this age of computer, the Roman script is easy and
convenient for writing and communicating. You can
easily type it on any ordinary typewriter or computer.
You can even send an e-mail in Memoni to your
relatives, friends and business associates. One hears
a lot about the computerization of Urdu's "Nastaliq”
script. Howewver it still takes a great deal of time to type
Urdu. Computerized Urdu compssing reguires a
formidable keyboard with too many letters. Vowels
constitute another ordeal for the typist of computer
operator who finds Urdu five times slower than English.
For using Roman Script to write Memoni, we may form
some simple rules assigning specific phonetic sounds
to alphabets which have more than one phonetic sound.

It is essential that we maintain our identity and rather
strengthen it. For this purpose, we must keep
emphasizing the need of developing “Memon” into a
language. At the book launching ceremony of Mr. Ighal
Motlani's “Panji Boli Main” the first book in Memaoni
in urdu script, | had quoted an extract from a report of
a seminar on “Language loss and public policy” held
at University Of Mexico recently. The same is being
reproduced below:

MEMONI! LANGUAGE FOR COMMUNITY'S IDENTITY IN FUTURE

or monthly journal in “Memoni” and ensure
its wider circulation, If this is not possible the
existing journals and magazines of various
community organizations should reserve
some pages for articles and news in Memoni
in Roman Script.

5. All jamats and associations of the community
should start issuing circulars and notices of
meetings etc in Memoni in Roman Script.

6. All Memon organizations should place this
article and other material available in this
booklet on their web-sites.

It is not an easy task. Development of a language takes
time but with determined and coordinated efforts, it
can be done. It is possible that many of us may not see
the development of Memoni into a full fledged language
in their life time but they should contribute whatever
they can, for this noble cause.

Let us conclude by repeating that we are known as a
reputable community of businessman and

Language is one of the corner stones of any culture.
It cements the unique identity of a group and expresses
the particular concerns and needs of that group. For
indigenous peoples the threat to their cultures
presented by the intrusion of outside influences may
be o major contributing foctor to their loss of identity.
Loss of language undermines social structures and
alds the disoppearonce of group culture, especially
where this is dependent on an eral histery and
tradition.

philanthropist for last three hundred years. But how
long will we be able to maintain this distinct identity?
With partition of India we no longer live in Kathiawar
or Katch. The community is now spread all over the
world. The geographical location has not remained a
factor of cur identification as a separate community.
The only common factor to bind the member of our
community into a distinct ethnic group is our language.

PRESENTLY, WE MAY NOT BE FACING A CRISIS OF

What do we need to do to achieve our objective?

1. We should realize that with the passage of
time, we shall face a crisis of identity.

2. Language is the only source of identification
of members our community and we should
work to preserve and convert "Memaoni” into
a full fledged language.

3. We should encourage the oral & written
communication in Memoni in all inter-
personal contacts between the members of
community.

4. If possible, we should start publishing a weekly

IDENTITY. BUT THINK OF NEXT FIFTY OR HUNDRED
YEARS. IN YEARS TO COME, WE MAY LOOSE OUR
IDENTITY AS A SEPARATE GROUP UNLESS WE DO
SOMETHING TO DEVELOP "MEMONI" THE ONLY
BINDING FORCE BETWEEN US INTO A FULL FLEDGED
LANGUAGE,

27 Memon Alam - May, 2010




EVERY FOURTH YARD OF

POLYESTER FILAMENT FABRIC IN
PAKISTAN IS MADE FROM

I‘.:
‘ GATRON '

THE YARN BEHIND STYLISH FABRICS

YARN MADE FROM POLYESTER CHIFS MADE BY GATRON FROM CHEMICALS

The first choice of discerning fabric manufacturers. For superior fabrics of style and distinction.

GATRON

(INDUSTRIES)
. . LIMITED

‘ GATRON ) ?.q"."f ol R,

Karachi-74000 (Pakistan).
’ 1 Factory at: Plot No. M-2,

Sec. M, HITE Main RCD,
Highway Hub Chowki,
Lasbela Distt. Balochistan.




A layman’s perspective towards a vital concern...

By: Muhammiad Hazig Patel

Like many other socio-economic factors and issues that
constantly threat Pakistan’s development, poverty
alleviation remains one of the issues that many are
cancerned to address verbally and not practically.
Whenever an individual thinks about Pakistan and its
development, the first and foremost hindrance that one
can come up within the country’s development process
is of course poverty.

We've studies in marketing that whichever product
emerges in the market with a bang is the most sought
for and many are willing to be affiliated with it in some
way or the other, this way such a product benefits with
the over-whelming response of the market and reaches
the state to fly high in very less amount of time; while
the one of the opposite extreme is the one whose domain
is 50 small that it cannot even think of anything else but
survive in the market full of BIG-fish. Now, the former
holds a prestigious place in the mind of the consumer
and enjoys an edge over the latter. Same goes for a
country and history seconds the concept. All countries
that got that initial bang are today enjoying great
economic success. On the contrary, countries that were
formed on a smaller scale rather stick to the basics and
survive with little or no involvement in the world affairs.
Germany, being struck by two world wars, has always
bounced back to maintain its presence in the world. Even
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, emerged on the face of the
earth with a bang, but one often thinks as to why it
struggles cantinuausly and maintains an exponential rate
of dropping down further.

Throughout the 63 years of Pakistan's existence, it has
been the most discussed state and a country having a lot
to promise but experiences great difficulty in delivering
the expected.

Poverty is 3 menace that has been an issue being the
miost discussed yet the least addressed. When we think
about all the problems that surround our nation and try
to work out as to how we can eliminate them, | understand
that we have deviated from our basics and have failed to
implement our learning, We have a sound concept of
sociology, politics and culture; yet we fail to bring to
action what we have learnt and tend to misunderstand
the situations that surround us.

Mo problem or issue can be eliminated completely, but
its effect can always be minimized. Similarly, poverty
needs to be addressed in a step by step processed with
each and every area is treated categorically and taken
care of by relevant organizations (non-governmental) and
departments (governmental).

We often blame our media and the government for our
country’s condition today, calling the former a culprit of
partraying a negative image of our country and the latter
to have not taken the development process of our country
seriously and with integrity. If we dwell upon this thought,
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we would realize that the media shouldn't be carrying
the complete burden of the blame and neither should
the government, there is substantial amount of charge
that fall in the category in which we, citizens, and the
non-governmental organizations lie.

Pakistan can never excel and grow in the world with only
the country’s government working towards the attainment
of the goal, Anything that has a completely governmental
feel to it does not carry enough intent of an individual to
be involved in it. The doubt created cannot be easily
removed. The media has not much to do with the current
situation of the country as it needs comph and buzz to
stay alive in the market and maintain its viewer ship for
which it would always mention news and events that can
get them their desired results,

We need to brand our country and remember that the
promotion of the country through its products is the most
important way through which we can address the
country's issues completely and without any doubt. There
are many products that are manufactured within Pakistan
and are tagged with a foreign logo to be sold all over the
world, courtesy the magical words ‘franchising” and
‘outsourcing’. This way, the actual power of money
continues to lie with the few and the flow is either slow
ar insignificant.

Only if the authorities concerned take notice of the current
standings then poverty can be alleviated with ease, The
Government of Pakistan must look for business proposals
from the layman, These proposals can be studied by
opinion leaders of Pakistan and experts of the world
chaosen by the UNDP. The selected group must be given
the complete authority to take on the project with the
flow of grants going directly to them without the
involvement of the Government of Pakistan. The
Government must work alongside UNDP as the facilitator
of the overall project and not more than that. The UNDP
can further continue its role and evaluate the progress
on gquarterly basis. The actual implementation of the plan
must include skilled labor that would be trained by experts
from world over and not foreign companies. This way,
Pakistan would benefit in 3 ways; development in terms
of the praject, further recognition of Pakistani companies
and trained labaor.

It is about time we realize that we cannot achieve anything
if we aren’t willing to put our efforts in place and
implement all that we have learned. We must stop
complicating our lives and simplify the issues we come
across 5o as to yield better results and be successful in
turning the tables for the good and be the reason for the
positive change we wish to see in Pakistan,

Wishing us all a blessed future, | promise to give in my
fullest wherever and however | am required to make
Pakistan a better place. | suggest you all do the same.
Adios.
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WMO Middle East Chapter’s Get Together

A get together program was held on 9th May, 2010 at Dubai, following the 7th Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of WMO - Middle East Chapter. This was the first monthly get together and was
attended by a large number of distinguished Memon personalities as well as the members of WMO,
Mr. Igbal Dawood Piryani (Trustee-Middle East Chapter), Mr. Shabbir Merchant (Trustee-Middle
East Chapter), Mr. Ahmed Abubakar Shekhani [Trustee & Acting Assistant Secretary General), Mr.
Mohammad Rafig Noorani [Former Assistant Secretary General) and Mr. Mohammad Hanif Foxy
{Member-Board of Management) were among the sponsors of this program, who also made it
highly successful by their hard efforts.

Convened at a local hotel of Dubai, this first meeting of monthly get together was started by recitation
of Quranic verses, which were recited by honorable trustee of WMO Middle East Chapter Mr.
Mohammad Igbal Younus Tabani. The compere of program was Mr. Igbal Dawood who won the
hearts of audience by his jolly and intelligent comments in befitting manners. In his short speech,
Mr. Igbal Dawood briefed the gathering about the activities of chapter and told that beside the
members of WMO, all the Memaons living in Dubai were invited to share the moments in this
gathering. He thanked the guests who made it to attend and expressed the hope that the remaining
memon's of Dubai will also attend the next monthly get together program. He informed that we
have invited five honorable ladies from ladies wing of Board of Management and we are very pleased
they have taken care to come and share the moments with us. We warmly welcome them.

Mr. igbal Dawood hoped that beside the interactiom among Memon families, these get together
programs will be proved to be the great opportunities to create and establish new relationships
among memaon community. He regretted that the president of WMO, Mr. A. Razzak Yakoob couldn’t
made it to attend this first get together due to some urgent personal engagement and we can feel
his absence here. However his daughter Shabana A Razzak, who is also the president of our ladies
wing, has fulfilled the deficiency of her father by attending the program and sharing this pleasant
evening with us.
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Do You Hate Someone? \

A VERY NICE STORY WITH A GOOD MORAL.

A Kindergarten teacher has decided to let her class play a game.

The teacher told each child in the class to bring along a plastic bag containing few potatoes.

Each potato will be given a name of a person that the child hates,

Sa the number of potatoes that a child will put in his/her plastic bag will depend on the number of people he/she hates.
So when the day came, every child brought some potatoes with the name of the people he/she hated, Some had
2 potatoes some 3 while some up to 5 potatoes, The teacher then told the children to carry with them the potatoes
in the plastic bag wher ever they go (even to the tollet) for 1 week.

Days after days passed by, and the children started to complain due to the unpleasant smell let out by the rotten
potatoes. Besides,those having 5 potatoes also had to carry heavier bags. After 1 week, the children were relieved

because the game had finally ended....

The teacher asked: * How did you feel while carrying the potatoes with you for 1 week? “. The children let out their
frustrations and started complalning of the trouble that they had to go through having to carry the heavy and smelly
potatoes wherever they go.

Then the teacher told them the hidden meaning behind the game, The teacher said: “This is exactly the situation
when you carry your hatred for somebody inside your heart. The stench of hatred will contaminate your heart and
you will carry it with you wherever you go. If you cannot tolerate the smell of rotten potatoes for just 1 week, can
you imagine what is It like to have the stench of hatred in your heart for your lifetime?? 7"

Moral of the story: Throw away any hatred for anyone from your heart so that you will not carry sins for a lifetime.
For giving others is the best attitude to take!

True love is not loving a perfect person but loving an imperfect person perfectly!!

‘ VIRTUES OF FRIDAY (JUMMAH) PRAYER |

Allah, the Exalted, says:

"“Then when the (Jumu’ah) Salat is ended, you may disperse through the land, and seek the Bounty of Allah
(by working), and remember Allah much: that you may be successful.” {Quran-62:10)

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

“The best day on which the sun has risen is Friday. On that day Adam was created, he was admitted to lannah,
and he was expelled therefrom.” [HdithMuslim].

“If a man takes bath on Friday, (or) purifies himself as much as he can with Wudu’, olls his hair, applies whatever
perfume available in his house, sets forth for the mosque, does not separate two people (to make a seat for himself),
performs Salat what is prescribed for him, remains silent when the Imam speaks, his (minor) sins between that Friday
and the following Friday will be forgiven."[Hadith-Al-Bukhari].

“A person who leaves 3 Friday prayers consecutively, Allah puts a seal on his heart."
[Hadith-Ahmad, Tirmizi, Abu Dawud].
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By: M. Aslam Saamla

MOTIYAN JEE MALS
. Insaaf job bhi Karay lekin ameer karay ta
wadharay saro aae.

Museebat jee jar insaan jee ghaal bol aae,
Etemaad jay bagair har kam thee sigeto lekin
mohobbat jay bagair.

Ehsan har jagha saro aae khususan parosi jai
saath,

Sachhi kaamyabi lagatar mehnat aae.
Dunya jee badhay se haseen cheez Maa ne sirf
MMaa he aae.

Fikar insaan ke potay jay magsad mein kaamyab
karetl,

AL

Maa hoo hasti aae jo hazaar dukh upaari ne such jo
sayadaar jhaar baneti. Takleef ne maayusi mein rahi ne
bhi khushi Jaa phul pote]i olaad laae banaeti. Kehtri kehtri
raatu jaagi ne paankay sukoon ne chain jee nindar deraeti.
Poteji Khuaish ke chadi ne paanji khuaish ke poro kareti.

Dunya jo badhay se waddo badnaseeb hoo insaan aae jo
Maa jee khidmat Mogo miran jay baad bhi natho karay.

LATEEFA
. Dr. Mareez ke puchee ke tu naashtay mein kuro
gine to Chaa, kofi Kheer? Mareez: Aray Dr. Sahab
Rehnay dein takleef na krainl!

Akray maroo jee Billee khowae vee. Hu akhbaar
mein ishtehaar dinita Akro dost puchee ke
tojee Billii akhbaar parhi sigheti

Akri baeri potey jay maroo ke chuee ke garmi
jee wajha se minjho dimaag bari riyo aae. Maaro
chuee ke aaeon sochi riyoe voe ke bhoosa baranji
boo kida se achi ree aae.

Shaagird ustaad ke puchee ke aaen mikkay zero
kure |laae deena?

Ustaad chuee keh in se ocho number minjhay
wattay kol na vo!
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MEMONI JEE MAHFIL

SOGAAT-E-DERVESH

DIL SE

Dil se koi piyar natho karay. Koi ghaal natho karay. Afsos
natho karay. Hamdardi natho karay, Sahee rasto natho
dekharay. Sahee mashwaro natho diye. Dil se na koi lim
sikhaeto, na mulagaat kareto. Puchay tak natho. Saath
natho halay, Jadhay majboori acheti ta garz ne matlab
darmiyaan mein rahi vinanta. Zaban se nikreli ghaal
zaban mein hee rahi vinetee. Badgumani paida thiyeti.
Nafrat wadheti. Rishtay ke kamzor kareti. Dosti khatam
kareti. Dil roeto. Tarpeto lekin badhay dil mein he thiyeta.
Kure laae? Keen? Hee koi ke khabar naae. Koi ke koi jo
ehsaas naae. Hin wajha se dunya jahannum bani vi aae.

Dervesh magar dil ta soch jo ghulam aae

KERA KERA MAROO!
. Kol maroo ghar jee tarha hoonta bhalay hoo
paanjay se kehtro bhi door hoon dil unji rooh
mein utran laae bechain riyeto.

Koi maroo sitaran jee tarha hoonta jo door se
chamkanta magar paanjay hath natha achan.
Kol maroo ghulaab jee tarha hoonta jinjo naam
ginyae ne aaju baaju khushboo pheli vineti.
Kol maroo nazar jee tarha hoonta jo agar paanjay
saath hoon ta andharay mein bhi rasto mili vinay.

ARZ AAE

AKRO ZARA 50 KAM KARI DIYO, POTEJA DUKH MINJHAY
MNAANM KARI DIYO.

QURBATU AAENJIYUN NASEEB KIDA, FAASLAY KEJ AAM
KARI DIYO.
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Quit?

One day | decided to quit...| quit my job, my relationship,
my spirituality... | wanted to quit my life.

| went to the woods to have one last talk with God. "God"
| said. "Can you give me one good reason not to quit?

His answer surprised me...

"Look around”, He said. "Do you see the fern and the
bamboo?" "Yes", | replied.

"When | planted the fern and the bamboo seeds, | took
very good care of them. | gave them light. | gave them
water. The fern quickly grew from the earth. Its brilliant
reen covered the floor. Yet nothing came from the
amboo seed. But | did not quit on the bamboo.

In the second year the Fern grew more vibrant and
plentiful, And again, nothing came from the bamboo seed.
But | did not quit on the bamboo."

He said, "In year three there was still nothing from the
bamboo seed. But | would not quit. In year four, again,
thTre was nothing from the bamboo seed. | would not
guit.”

“Thehn in the fifth year a tiny sprout emerged from the
earth,

Compared to the fern it was seemingly small and
insignificant...But {ust & months later the bamboo rose
to over 100 feet tall.

it had spent the five years growing roots. Those roo
made it strong and gave it what it needed to survive.
wmddmh ﬂ;{umrn}wmﬁmuﬂdﬁmﬂ
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He said to me.

"Did you know, my child, that all this time you have been
struggling, you have actually been growing roots?”

"I would not quit on the bamboo. | will never guit on
W.il

"Don't compare yourself to others." He said. "The bamboo
had a different purpose than the fern. Yet they both make
the forest beautiful,”

"Your time will come", God said to me. "You will rise high"
"How high should | rise?" | asked.

"How high will the bamboo rise?" He asked in return.
“As high as it can?" | guestioned

“YH'."' He said, "Give me glory by rising as high as you
can.

| left the farest and bringhback this story. | hope these
wards can help you see that God will never give up on

youl.
He will never give up on you!

THOUGHT PROVOKING

DAILY SURVIVAL KIT

Today, | am giving you a
DAILY SURVIVAL KIT
to help you each day......... ...

Toothpick .., to remind you to pick the good qualities in
everyone, including yourself,

Rubber band ... to remind you to be flexible. Things might
not always go the way you want, but it can be worked
out.

Band-Aid ... to remind you to heal hurt feelings, either
yours or somecne else's,

Eraser ... to remind you everyone makes mistakes. That's
okay, we learn by our errors.

Candy Kiss ... to remind you everyone needs a hugor a
compliment everyday.

Mint ... to remind you that you are worth a mint to your
family & Me.

Bubble Gum ... to remind you to stick with it and you can
accomplish anything.

Pencil ... to remind you to list your blessings every day.

Tea Bag ... to remind you to take time to relax daily and
go over that list of God's blessings.

This Is what makes life worth living every minute, every
day

Wishing you love, gratitude,friends to cherish,
caring, sharing, laughter, music, and warm feelings
in your heart.

| know this kit will help you get through the day.
Enjoy!

Mo one is born happy... But all of us are born with the
ability to create happiness...

So today, make others happy....... Flash your sweetest
smile!!
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written.

vensrseness DY @ 90 years old!

Came across these powerful thoughts by Regina Brett &
thought I'd share with you...

“To celebrate growing older, | once wrote the 45 lessons

life taught me. It is the most-requested column I've ever

My odometer rolled over to 90 in August, so here is the
column once more:

INTERESTING THOUGHTS

When it comes to going after what you love in
life, don’t take no for an answer.

Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the
fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special occasion,
Today is special.

Over prepare, then go with the flow.
Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear
purple.

. The most impertant sex organ is brain.

»  No one is in charge of your happiness but you,
Life isn't fair, but it's still good. *  Frame every so-called disaster with these words
When in doubt, just take the next small step. “Will this matter in five years?’
Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. »  Always choose life.
Your job won't take care of you when you are *  Forgive everyone everything.
sick. Your friends and parents will. Stay in touch. . What other people think of you is none of your
Pay off your credit cards every month. business.
You don't have to win every argument. Agree *  Time heals almost everything. Give time time.
to disagree. s  However good or bad a situation is, it will change.
Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying . Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else
alone. does.
It's OK to get angry with Ged. He can take i =  Believe in miracles.
Save for retirement starting with your first . God loves you because of who God is, not
paycheck, because of anything you did or didn't do.
When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile. . Don't audit life. Show up and make the most of
Make peace with your past 5o it won’t screw up it now.
the present. . Growing old beats the alternative — dying young.
It's OK ta let your children see you cry. =  Your children get only one childhood.
Don't compare your life to others. You have no * Al that truly matters in the end is that you loved.
idea what their journey is all about. . Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting
if a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn’t everywhere.
beinit. »  |f we all threw our problems in a pile and saw
Everything can change in the blink of an eye, everyone else's, we'd grab ours back.
But don't worry; God never blinks. . Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you
Take a deep breath. It calms the mind. need.
Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful or =  The best is yet to come.
joyful. - No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and
Whatever doesn't kill you really does make you show up.
stronger. *  Yield.
It's never too late have a happy childhood. But . Life isn’t tied with a bow, but it's still a gift.”
the second one s up to you and no one else,

Theme for July 2010
Issue of Memon Alam

Readers are Iinformed that the theme for July 2010 Issue of Memon Alam

will be " Memon Heritage "

All the readers are requested to share their views or send their articles on

the theme latest by 30th June 2010,
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Every piece of
creative work inspires us.

3 decades of legacy

30.000 homes developed

Global presence in 90 countries

Since 3 decades. Memon have established an enviable reputation for commitment and maximising
investor retums. Our unigue properties In Dubai offer an unparalleled investment opportunity 10 earn
significant retums on your investment. Whether you choose ta invest as-an individual or as a syndicate,
these properties tram Memon Investments are cerain to help you tulfil your aspirations: Invest in Meman
as we are changing the landscape of Dubai by redefining development.

WWW MIEMmon. ae

WMamon irvestments LLC

5E Hamarain Canire, PO Box 41850, Dubai, UAE. Tel: «&71 4 268 8111, Faw #8571 4 262 6455
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The Gold Standard
- : _,/ ; 2
Wel= oUrss fornn of
999.9
©allel 999.
Available In Tgm to Tkg
Ten Tola and Kilo Bars available in 995 and 999 purify respectively
ARY JEWELLERY
U.A.E. PAKISTAN - OMAN - UK. - U.S.A.
CORPORATE HEAD OFFICE
ARY House, Deira Gold Souk,
PO.Box 1123
e Dubal, U.AE.
D ‘- Tel: +971 4 2263535 P
http://www.arygold.com Fax: +971 4 2267988 email: info@arygold.com




